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with her father and tagging along on his deer 
hunting trips. It was at this point in her life that 
she knew that she wanted to make a positive 
difference. Those experiences set her on a 
course that led to a bachelor’s degree in ma-
rine biology, a master’s degree in fisheries 
and aquaculture, and a long career protecting 
fish and wildlife and the untamed places upon 
which they depend. 

Cindy made conservation her career. She 
has worked for a private environmental con-
sulting firm and held positions in several state 
and federal agencies before joining the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service in 1993. Prior to her 
time in the Southeast Region, Cindy worked 
with the Service’s Division of Fish Hatcheries 
and as the Branch Chief for Recovery and 
Consultation in Washington, D.C. She came to 
Atlanta in 1999 to serve as the Assistant Re-
gional Director for Ecological Services and 
later served as Deputy Regional Director. 

For the last seven years, Cindy has led the 
Southeast Region in a daily mission to make 
a difference for fish, wildlife, plants and the 
people who live and work in communities 
across the region. As Regional Director, she 
provided vision and leadership for more than 
1,300 employees in 10 southeastern states, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
has continuously worked toward producing 
successful management solutions that have 
positively influenced our national conservation 
efforts. On any given day, you are just as like-
ly to find her working with employees and 
partners on issues as big as the restoration of 
Louisiana’s coast and as small but no less 
consequential as the partnership work and 
proactive conservation that led to removing 
the Georgia aster from the list of candidate 
species under the Endangered Species Act. 

I witnessed Cindy’s dedication to protecting 
and conserving America’s natural resources 
firsthand while working together with her to re-
store Louisiana’s coast and the Gulf of Mexico 
following the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. At 
the time of the spill in 2010, she led an ex-
traordinary effort to respond to this unprece-
dented event that deployed thousands of em-
ployees to stations in four Gulf Coast states 
over the first year. Additionally, she was in-
strumental in securing funds to rebuild Brenton 
Island—an area that has provided protection 
for our bird habitat as well as fishing habitat 
for Louisiana’s saltwater anglers. Whether the 
need was simple or more complicated, she 
worked tirelessly to solve a host of environ-
mental and economic needs. While serving as 
the Department of the Interior’s Authorized Of-
ficial for the Deepwater Horizon Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment and Restoration, 
Cindy was a committed partner to the State of 
Louisiana and the other Gulf states in working 
collaboratively to help us get on the right path 
to repairing our ecosystem, and restoring the 
Gulf’s abundant natural resources and the 
economy its people depend upon. 

She is recognized throughout the Southeast 
as an honest partner and innovative conserva-
tion leader. Under her leadership, the region 
has joined forces with states, private land-
owners, other federal agencies, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and several sectors of in-
dustry and business including energy, timber, 
and finance among others to find creative 
ways to conserve fish and wildlife resources. 
This collaboration has resulted in notable con-

servation successes including removing the 
Louisiana black bear from the endangered 
species list, upgrading the status of the West 
Indian manatee and wood stork and pre-
cluding the need to list more than 100 fish, 
wildlife, and plants petitioned for federal pro-
tection in the past seven years. She worked 
closely with many partners to restore more 
than one million acres of bottomland hard-
wood habitat in the South and reverse the de-
cline of longleaf pine forests so critical for mi-
gratory birds and wildlife in decline. Her rec-
ognition of the little things to build lasting rela-
tionships that so often have big implications 
and make conservation success possible on 
larger scales is something I will miss. I com-
mend Cindy for her desire to make a lasting 
difference and hope the Service will continue 
to build on her outstanding conservation leg-
acy. 

I speak for myself and I think for many pol-
icymakers, business leaders, and lovers of the 
outdoors when I say Cindy Dohner and her 
passion for wildlife will be missed. I appreciate 
the many years of public service she has to 
the Southeast Region and people that call 
Louisiana home and make it a Sportsmen’s 
Paradise. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
expressing our deepest appreciation and grati-
tude for her public service and wishing Cindy 
success and happiness in her future endeav-
ors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN 
KELMENDI FOR HIS WORK WITH 
THE METRO DETROIT COMMU-
NITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. John Kelmendi for his career as 
an educator and involvement in the southeast 
Michigan community. Mr. Kelmendi has been 
a dedicated advocate for students during his 
career with the Detroit Public Schools and in-
volvement with local community groups. 

Mr. Kelmendi, a native of Albania, began his 
career with Detroit Public Schools in 1993 and 
established a reputation as a dedicated teach-
er invested in the success of his students. Mr. 
Kelmendi initially taught social studies to stu-
dents at Pershing High School and became 
curriculum leader of the school’s social studies 
department in 2003. In this role, Mr. Kelmendi 
helped coordinate the staff and manage the 
instructional material in the social studies de-
partment. He also served as an instructional 
specialist, where he helped observe and 
evaluate other educators in addition to teach-
ing students. Mr. Kelmendi’s work with the stu-
dents at Pershing resulted in significant im-
provements in academic achievement, includ-
ing a strong upward trend in social studies test 
scores relative to other DPS students. 

Mr. Kelmendi’s time as an educator and 
community activist was critical to improving 
student achievement and establishing a cul-
ture of excellence within the social studies de-
partment at Pershing High School. As a result 
of his actions, Mr. Kelmendi received a lifetime 
achievement award from Detroit Public 

Schools and was well-known for his passion 
for teaching. Additionally, he was active in the 
Metro Detroit Community, having served as a 
member of Detroit’s School-Community Rela-
tions Committee, which helped establish and 
improve collaboration between the DPS aca-
demic community and residents of Detroit. Mr. 
Kelmendi went above and beyond what was 
expected in the classroom and the community, 
and his efforts are worthy of commendation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mr. John Kelmendi for his work as 
an educator and in the Metro Detroit commu-
nity. Mr. Kelmendi’s actions have impacted 
countless lives. 
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TRIBUTE TO BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA TROOP 533 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an important Hoosier institution, the Boy 
Scouts of America Troop 533 from Munster, 
Indiana, which is celebrating its ninetieth anni-
versary this year. 

Boy Scout Troop 533 was organized in 
1927 by Mr. Maury Kraay, an eighth grader at-
tending Munster Public Schools. He gathered 
classmates, local boys, and a retired school 
principal to form Munster’s Boy Scout Troop. 
Troop 533 was present on June 14, 1927 
when President Calvin Coolidge dedicated 
Wicker Park in Highland, Indiana. The Troop 
was also heavily involved in the World War II 
effort by organizing parades and rallies for war 
bonds, planting and maintaining gardens for 
local consumption, practicing blackout drills, 
carrying warden messages and reports to sec-
tor headquarters, and participating in wartime 
recycling programs. 

More recently, Troop 533 organized Cub 
Scout Packs in Munster elementary schools in 
the 1960s. In 1982, the Troop presented the 
colors during the dedication of the first Mun-
ster Town Council meeting in the town’s newly 
constructed municipal complex, and began 
leading the Independence Park Fourth of July 
Parade a year later—an honor it still holds 
today. During the Little Calumet River flooding 
in 2008, Troop 533 assisted with filling sand-
bags to protect public and private property and 
later helped with yard clean-up, raking, moving 
dirt, and re-graveling driveways after the flood 
waters subsided. 

Troop 533 has positively influenced count-
less Munster families by leading many boys to 
success, including producing over 100 Eagle 
Scouts. The scouts and their adult leaders 
have long served the community in which they 
live and love. They have lived by the Boy 
Scout Oath and Motto, and my hometown of 
Munster is better for having Troop 533 a part 
of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, as a proud father of a young 
Cub Scout, I am honored to congratulate Mun-
ster Boy Scout Troop 533, on its ninetieth an-
niversary and look forward to their continued 
service to fellow Hoosiers and our nation. 
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IKWUEZUNMA RECIEVES 

PRESTIGIOUS FULLBRIGHT AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ijezie Ikwuezunma of Richmond, 
TX, for receiving a Fulbright award to do re-
search in the UK. 

Ijezie, a student at Washington and Lee 
University, was awarded a Fulbright grant for 
his project, ‘‘Cardiovascular Pharma-
cogenomics and Pharmacokinetics of Warfarin 
(an oral anti-coagulant).’’ His research will be 
based around cardiovascular agents and their 
pharmacology, with a particular focus on the 
drug warfarin. While completing his Fulbright, 
Ijezie will also be pursuing his Masters of Re-
search in biomedical sciences and 
transnational medicine at the University of 
Liverpool. Each year the Fulbright Program 
grants students the opportunity to study, re-
search or teach English abroad in an effort to 
internationalize communities and campuses 
around the world. Fulbright scholars focus on 
the conditions and challenges differing regions 
face, as well as building valuable US relation-
ships. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Ijezie for receiving this Fulbright award. 
Keep up the great work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MIKE MILLER, NEW 
U.S. WHEAT ASSOCIATES CHAIR-
MAN 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a constituent from my district, 
Mike Miller, of Ritzville, Washington, who was 
recently selected as the new Chairman of the 
U.S. Wheat Associates. 

Mike is a fourth-generation farmer and a 
family man who has served on many local, 
state and national boards. He currently serves 
as the Chairman of the Washington Grain 
Commission and has been representing 
Washington as a U.S. Wheat Associates Di-
rector for six years. 

He has been very active in supporting 
wheat research and development, and I know 
he will be an excellent leader for the U.S. 
Wheat Associates, as they continue to pro-
mote the quality and value of all six U.S. 
wheat classes to international markets. 

Please join me in congratulating Mike on his 
new position. 
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OPPOSING PROPOSED LEGISLA-
TION THAT THREATENS THE 
BOUNDARY WATERS CANOE 
AREA WILDERNESS 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 28, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I include in 
the RECORD my letter to the Chairman and 

Ranking Member of the Energy and Mineral 
Resources Subcommittee of the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee. The letter ex-
presses my strong opposition to a discussion 
draft the Committee held a hearing on this 
week, proposed by Representative TOM 
EMMER, that would undercut existing environ-
mental and public lands laws to allow a Chil-
ean mining conglomerate to conduct dan-
gerous sulfide-ore coppering mining adjacent 
to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, July 27, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL GOSAR, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Min-

erals, House Committee on Natural Re-
sources, Washington, DC. 

Hon. ALAN LOWENTHAL, 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Energy and 

Minerals, House Committee on Natural Re-
sources, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOSAR AND RANKING MEM-
BER LOWENTHAL: I write to express my strong 
opposition to the discussion draft proposed 
by Representative Tom Emmer considered 
today, July 27, in the Energy and Mineral 
Resources Subcommittee of the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee. This proposed 
legislation would undercut existing environ-
mental and public lands laws to allow a Chil-
ean mining conglomerate to conduct dan-
gerous sulfide-ore coopering mining adjacent 
to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder-
ness. 

Located in northeastern Minnesota along 
the United States’ border with Canada, the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
(BWCAW) comprises approximately 1.1 mil-
lion acres of unspoiled woodlands and more 
than 1,000 pristine lakes. It is home to iconic 
species such as loons, moose, and lynx, while 
the waters support thriving populations of 
walleye, bass, and trout. 

Congress recognized the value of this 
unique national treasure when it passed the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act 
in 1978. This critical legislation established 
necessary protections for the BWCAW, pro-
hibiting logging and mining and placing lim-
its on the use of motorized vehicles to pre-
serve the unspoiled nature of this special 
area. 

That law strengthened the federal role as 
caretaker of this area of unparalleled nat-
ural beauty, and in doing so built upon more 
than a century of actions by federal and 
state governments. In 1909, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt created the Superior National 
Forest to protect the surrounding area. In 
1964, President Lyndon Johnson signed the 
Wilderness Act into law, and set aside one 
million acres of the Boundary Waters as a 
wilderness area. In 1976, the state of Min-
nesota banned mining on state lands within 
the Boundary Waters. 

These polices have ensured that Min-
nesota’s Boundary Waters are one of the few 
remaining wild places in the United States. 

The BWCAW does not exist in isolation, 
however. It is a critical part of a vast, inter-
connected watershed that flows through the 
Superior National Forest and into Voyageurs 
National Park and Canada’s Quetico Provin-
cial Park. While the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness Act of 1978 prohibited min-
ing within the Boundary Waters itself, it did 
not address existing mineral leases located 
within the parts of the watershed in the Su-
perior National Forest. 

In 2011, Chilean mining conglomerate 
Antofagasta announced plans for its Twin 
Metals sulfide-ore copper mine on federal 
land within this watershed. Antofagasta 
planned to pursue this mining under mineral 
leases issued in 1966, before the enactment of 

modern environmental legislation such as 
the National Environmental Policy Act and 
the Clean Water Act. However, those leases 
expired in 2014, requiring Antofagasta to 
apply for a renewal. 

Under the terms of the leases, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) reviewed and de-
nied those renewals in December 2016, based 
on a denial of consent from the United 
States Forest Service (USFS). The USFS de-
termined that copper-sulfide ore mining on 
these leases would pose an unacceptable risk 
that ‘‘might cause serious and Irreplaceable 
harm to this unique, iconic, and irreplace-
able wilderness area’’. 

Sulfide-ore mining is the most toxic indus-
try in America, polluting waterways with 
acid drainage that contains arsenic, mercury 
and lead. 

Researchers that surveyed sulfide-ore cop-
per mines in North America found that every 
mine had leeched pollution into surrounding 
water, with 92 percent failing to contain 
mine seepage and seriously affecting water 
quality. Underscoring the danger of sulfide- 
ore copper mining, the failure of the Mount 
Polley copper mine in British Columbia in 
August 2014 released a toxic slurry of 10 bil-
lion liters of wastewater and 5 billion liters 
of solid tailings. This immense pollution de-
stroyed the surrounding landscape and per-
manently damaged an irreplaceable salmon 
spawning area. 

Simply put, sulfide-ore copper mining is 
not suited in the vast, interconnected water-
shed that contains the BWCA, which is ex-
actly why the BLM and USFS determined 
that the sustainable management of the for-
ests, lakes and streams in this area was best 
served by not renewing Antofagasta’s leases. 

This decision was also supported with ac-
tion taken by the state government. In 
March 2016, Minnesota Governor Mark Day-
ton directed the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources ‘‘not to authorize or enter 
into any new state access agreements or 
lease agreements for mining operations’’ on 
state lands in close proximity to the 
BWCAW. 

Following the denial of the leases, the 
USFS submitted an application to the Sec-
retary of the interior to withdraw portions of 
the watershed that flows Into the BWCAW 
from future mineral permits and leases, to 
remove the threat of sulfide-ore mining 
throughout this sensitive landscape. Today, 
the USFS and the BLM are conducting a 
thorough environmental analysis to deter-
mine whether the lands should be withdrawn 
from mineral leasing for a period of 20 years. 
In addition to relying on sound science, this 
review includes input from the public and 
key stakeholders. In just the past two weeks, 
more than 1,500 people have attended public 
meetings held by the USFS in Virginia, Min-
nesota and St. Paul, Minnesota. 

This environmental review and public 
input process is the best path forward, as 
Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue af-
firmed to me during a hearing of the House 
Interior-Environment Appropriations Sub-
committee on May 27, 2017. In response to a 
question about the study, Secretary Perdue 
responded: ‘‘We are determined to proceed in 
that effort and let it run its course. No deci-
sion will be made prior to the conclusion of 
that.’’ 

Unfortunately, the discussion draft pre-
sented by Representative Emmer entirely 
short-circuits this careful and deliberate re-
view process, recklessly overturns the 
science-based denial of consent decision from 
the USFS, and attacks existing environ-
mental and public lands laws—all for the 
benefit of a foreign conglomerate’s mining 
project. 

I have several serious concerns about the 
far-reaching impacts of the discussion draft 
presented by Representative Emmer: 
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